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Dear Friends:
Epilepsy is more common than one would think, and can happen to 
anyone at anytime.  Over three million Americans live with epilepsy 
– 60,000 of those people are right here in our community.  We are 
deeply committed to serving them by providing programs and 
services that educate, connect and empower people living with 
seizures.

In this annual report, we’d like to share with you:
•	 WHAT WE DO
•	 WHO WE SERVE 
•	 WHAT’S OUR IMPACT  
•	 WHERE WE’RE GOING 

We’ll share our impact numbers and financial information.  But most 
importantly, we’d like you to meet some of the people we serve 
and learn how the Epilepsy Foundation of Minnesota has positively 
impacted their lives.

In 2010, we touched close to 15,000 people personally through events 
like our Stroll for Epilepsy, discussion groups across Minnesota and 
North Dakota, Camp Oz, educational conferences and free workshops, 
the “Light Up the Night” Gala and more.  We’ve grown in social media 
spaces like Facebook and Twitter, helping us reach new audiences who 
may be unaware of epilepsy or our programs and services. 

2010 also marked a leadership transition for the Foundation, with the 
retirement of Executive Director Bennie Loro after ten years of service 
and the appointment of Vicki Kopplin as Executive Director.  Loro was  

awarded the national Epilepsy Foundation’s “Executive Director of 
the Year” award and the Foundation received national’s “Coehlo Cup 
Award” for innovation.  We will strive for this kind of excellence in our 
future endeavors.

We will continue to keep a finger on the pulse of epilepsy news: 
research updates like the recent link found between autism and 
epilepsy, inspirational stories like a man who biked 10,000 miles 
across the U.S. to honor his son with epilepsy, and important 
medication and clinical updates.  The Epilepsy Foundation of 
Minnesota aims to be a one-stop shop for people with seizures to 
make connections with others, get reliable information/resources and 
gain tools to manage their epilepsy.

Together with our Board of Directors, who is deeply committed 
to our mission, we plan to expand our Twin Cities “Seizure Smart” 
initiative, contribute to grants and fellowships at the nation’s leading 
institutions for epilepsy research, align with local community partners 
to provide more comprehensive service, expand our Information & 
Referral program, and work tirelessly to raise awareness and funds to 
help support people living with seizures.

Thank you for supporting the Epilepsy Foundation of Minnesota as we 
move into the future as a fiscally responsible, visionary organization 
working every day to fulfill our mission in service to all those who 
bravely live with epilepsy.

Kevin Goodno    Vicki Kopplin
President, Board of Directors  Executive Director

WHERE WE’RE GOING
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A snapshot of our programs and services that educate, connect and empower people affected by epilepsy.

EDUCATE
“Seizure Smart” Communities: This 

program brings seizure education 

and awareness to every corner 

of Minnesota and eastern North 

Dakota.  The Foundation works 

with local schools, community 

leaders, families and organizations 

to designate “Seizure Smart” 

communities that are aware of 

epilepsy and can respond to 

seizures.  In 2010, our staff 

worked to give this distinction to 

Austin, Alexandria, Hibbing and 

Grand Forks.

Seizure Recognition & 

Response Training:  This free 

training educates about  

different seizure types and how to properly 

respond to a seizure in the classroom, workplace 

and more.  Nearly 10,000 people received this 

training in 2010.

Conferences & Workshops:  The Foundation 

hosted four free epilepsy workshops and two 

educational conferences across Minnesota and 

North Dakota in 2010, educating 762 people 

about epilepsy and how to appropriately respond 

to a seizure.

“Seizure Smart” Schools:  Children with seizures 

can bring this program right into their classroom, 

helping classmates better understand their 

epilepsy and decreasing the stigma attached to 

seizures.  Teachers, school nurses, parents and 

children come together for epilepsy education to 

make their school “Seizure Smart.”

CONNECT
Shining Star Program:  All children are 

special, but children with epilepsy are 

“Shining Stars” and receive birthday 

cards, a medallion and special invitations 

to connect with other children who have 

epilepsy.  In 2010, 240 “Shining Stars” no 

longer feel isolated and can relate to other 

kids with epilepsy.

Events and Discussion Groups:  Through 

various events and discussion groups, the 

Foundation is meeting the needs of people 

of all ages with epilepsy.  Our Parent Connect 

group meets to discuss having a child with 

epilepsy, a women’s group in Duluth discusses 

issues unique to women and our new young 

adult program reaches out to the 18-30 age 

demographic.  Our events range from a 

Minnesota Twins game for families, to a fall 

talent showcase of artists with epilepsy…all 

with the goal of connecting people with  
seizures, decreasing isolation and increasing 

understanding.

Information & Referral Service:  Connecting 

people to information, reliable resources, 

community agencies and partners who serve 

people with seizures, this free service is 

often the first contact people have with the 

Foundation.   In 2010, 908 people used this 

service.

Youth Advisory Council:  This leadership 

development program for youth with 

epilepsy emphasizes community service and 

learning.  Council members help shape youth 

programming at the Foundation.

EMPOWER
Camp Oz:  For 27 years, Camp Oz has 

transformed the lives of thousands of kids 

with seizures.  Combining the traditional 

camp experience with the security of 24/7 

medical staff, campers enjoy swimming, 

horseback riding and campfires, while 

gaining a better understanding of epilepsy.  

In 2010, Camp Oz had 100 campers.

Creative Arts:  Founded in 2005, Creative 

Arts is the only program of its kind in 

Minnesota and eastern North Dakota. 

The goal is to raise epilepsy awareness 

through creative expression and showcase 

the talents of people living with seizures. 

Creative Arts encompasses painting, 

photography, writing, poetry, music 

performance and more. Participants are 

affected by epilepsy or a seizure disorder, 

and the program is available throughout 
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the calendar year.

Advocacy:  In 2010, our advocacy agenda 

included a change in the Minnesota 

Driving Rule to reduce license suspension 

after a seizure from six months to three 

months – the new rule went into effect 

on November 1, 2010!  Our nearly-100 

advocates gathered at the Capitol and 

made a difference in 2010.

Stroll for Epilepsy:  The Foundation’s 

annual Stroll for Epilepsy is the largest 

fundraising/awareness 

event in Minnesota and 

North Dakota to benefit 

people with seizures.  

In 2010, teams raised 

$237,000 and the event 

drew 2,500 participants 

in five locations across 

Minnesota and North 

Dakota.

SOCIAL ENTERPRISE
Used Clothing Donation Program:  The 

Epilepsy Foundation of Minnesota proudly 

owns and operates all aspects of the 

social enterprise we call “Used Clothing,” 

employing 30 people between our St. 

Cloud and St. Paul operations.  In 2010, 

the program expanded to an attended 

donation site in St. Cloud to better serve 

the community and raise proceeds to fund 

the Foundation’s programs and services.  

This program recycles unwanted clothing 

and household items for a good cause.  

Proceeds from the sale of used clothing 

directly support the programs that educate, 

connect and empower people.

...WHAT WE DO
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REVENUE
Individual Gifts 9% 128,051

Corporate Gifts 6% 83,352

Special Events 23% 336,946

Program Fees 1% 15,050

Investments 6% 89,718

Other 4% 57,636

Used Clothing 51% 734,775

      

EXPENSES    

Programs that Educate 43% 597,616

Programs that Connect 24% 336,534

Programs that Empower 5% 58,569  

Administration 11% 150,205

Fundraising 17% 232,389

2010 FINANCIAL INFORMATION
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$20,000 and above
Epilepsy Foundation of America

The Wasie Foundation

$10,000-$19,999
Gillette Children’s Specialty Healthcare

Greater Twin Cities United Way

Mayo Foundation for Medical Education 

and Research

Pfizer, Inc.

UCB, Inc.

$5,000-$9,999
Fred C. and Katherine B. Andersen 

Foundation

Elam Baer and Janis Clay

Jona and Alicia Baer

Shirley Bartholomew

Audrey Clay

Cyberonics

The Hubbard Broadcasting Foundation

IBM

Gary and Elaine Jarrett

Johnson and Johnson Services Inc

Lundbeck, Inc.

MINCEP Epilepsy Care

Minnesota Epilepsy Group

Dan and Christine Rice

TVI, Inc.

Upsher-Smith Laboratories, Inc.

$1,000-$4,999
Allina Health System

Ameriprise Financial Employee Giving 

Campaign

Estate of Emma Anderson

Hugh J. Anderson Foundation

Lisa Anderson

William and Janine Atwell

Bell Lumber & Pole Company

Bergren Family Foundation

Children’s Hospitals and Clinics of Minnesota

John and Audrey Colasanti

Keith Conway

Czarnowski Display Services 

Mitch Davis

Davisco Foods International, Inc.

Margaret Doeden

Epilepsy Association of Iowa

Susan Evans

Chris and Tabitha Fields

Life Time Fitness Foundation

Fredrikson & Byron, PA

Michael and Janie Frost

Gannett Foundation

Kevin and Linda Goodno

Michael and Rita Gonzales

Denis Guenthner

Impax Laboratories, Inc.

Lois May Johnson

Ann and David Jones

William Keefer

Jacob Knapp Memorial Fund

Vicki and John Kopplin

Bennie Loro and Tom Keerl

Frederick Langendorf

Donald Lassere

Maguire Agency

Margaret Rivers Fund

Master Matic

Medtronic

Thomas and Susan Mielenhausen

The Minneapolis Foundation

Gerald Moriarty and Patricia Penovich

Noran Neurological Clinic, PA

Casey Albert T. O’Neil Fund

Randy Pehling

People Against Childhood Epilepsy

Pharmaceutical Research

Pfizer Foundation Volunteer Program

John Poshek

Frank and Gladys Ritter

Rotary Club of Duluth Harbortown Minnesota

St. Croix Valley Foundation

St. Mary’s Health System

State of Minnesota

Steve and Julie Strauss

Sarah Wilson Sweatt Fund of the 

Minneapolis Foundation

TCF Foundation

Toqua Park Epilepsy Strollers

Tim Traudt

Truist

UBS Employee Giving Program

United Health Group

United Way of Olmsted County

Visions

Rodney and Annie Weiler

Gregory and Christa Worrell

$500-$999
America’s Charities

America’s Fitness Center

Jeanne Beattie

John Bollag

Brett and Heather Boyum

Lori Cain

CentraCare Clinic

Chatfield Firefighters

Joel and Lori Cheney

Edrina Clarke

Estate of Ellen Coffin

Community Co-Ops

Cornell, Kahler, Shidell & Mair

Dakota Medical Charities

Devries Manufacturing, Inc.

Mary Dunn

Electricians and Associates, Inc.

Armantina Espinosa

Faribault Foods

Shawn Fitzgerald

Fraternal Order of Eagles

Kyler Fredricks

Friesen’s, Inc.

Barb and Keith Forsman

General Subscription Services, Inc.

Kent  and Mary Giese

James Griffith

Green Country Services

Loren and Ellen Herbst

Kim Kindler

THANK YOU

The Epilepsy Foundation of Minnesota greatly appreciates our donors for their generous support. This list 
includes gifts of $250 and above. Every effort has been made to ensure accuracy. If we have made an error, 
please call our office at 651.287.2310.



$20,000 and above
Epilepsy Foundation of America

The Wasie Foundation

$10,000-$19,999
Gillette Children’s Specialty Healthcare

Greater Twin Cities United Way

Mayo Foundation for Medical Education 

and Research

Pfizer, Inc.

UCB, Inc.

$5,000-$9,999
Fred C. and Katherine B. Andersen 

Foundation

Elam Baer and Janis Clay

Jona and Alicia Baer

Shirley Bartholomew

Audrey Clay

Cyberonics

The Hubbard Broadcasting Foundation

IBM

Gary and Elaine Jarrett

Johnson and Johnson Services Inc

Lundbeck, Inc.

MINCEP Epilepsy Care

Minnesota Epilepsy Group

Dan and Christine Rice

TVI, Inc.

Upsher-Smith Laboratories, Inc.

$1,000-$4,999
Allina Health System

Ameriprise Financial Employee Giving 

Campaign

Estate of Emma Anderson

Hugh J. Anderson Foundation

Lisa Anderson

William and Janine Atwell

Bell Lumber & Pole Company

Bergren Family Foundation

Children’s Hospitals and Clinics of Minnesota

John and Audrey Colasanti

Keith Conway

Czarnowski Display Services 

Mitch Davis

Davisco Foods International, Inc.

Margaret Doeden

Epilepsy Association of Iowa

Susan Evans

Chris and Tabitha Fields

Life Time Fitness Foundation

Fredrikson & Byron, PA

Michael and Janie Frost

Gannett Foundation

Kevin and Linda Goodno

Michael and Rita Gonzales

Denis Guenthner

Impax Laboratories, Inc.

Lois May Johnson

Ann and David Jones

William Keefer

Jacob Knapp Memorial Fund

Vicki and John Kopplin

Bennie Loro and Tom Keerl

Frederick Langendorf

Donald Lassere

Maguire Agency

Margaret Rivers Fund

Master Matic

Medtronic

Thomas and Susan Mielenhausen

The Minneapolis Foundation

Gerald Moriarty and Patricia Penovich

Noran Neurological Clinic, PA

Casey Albert T. O’Neil Fund

Randy Pehling

People Against Childhood Epilepsy

Pharmaceutical Research

Pfizer Foundation Volunteer Program

John Poshek

Frank and Gladys Ritter

Rotary Club of Duluth Harbortown Minnesota

St. Croix Valley Foundation

St. Mary’s Health System

State of Minnesota

Steve and Julie Strauss

Sarah Wilson Sweatt Fund of the 

Minneapolis Foundation

TCF Foundation

Toqua Park Epilepsy Strollers

Tim Traudt

Truist

UBS Employee Giving Program

United Health Group

United Way of Olmsted County

Visions

Rodney and Annie Weiler

Gregory and Christa Worrell

$500-$999
America’s Charities
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Jeanne Beattie

John Bollag

Brett and Heather Boyum

Lori Cain

CentraCare Clinic

Chatfield Firefighters

Joel and Lori Cheney
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Estate of Ellen Coffin

Community Co-Ops

Cornell, Kahler, Shidell & Mair

Dakota Medical Charities

Devries Manufacturing, Inc.

Mary Dunn

Electricians and Associates, Inc.

Armantina Espinosa

Faribault Foods

Shawn Fitzgerald

Fraternal Order of Eagles

Kyler Fredricks

Friesen’s, Inc.

Barb and Keith Forsman

General Subscription Services, Inc.

Kent  and Mary Giese

James Griffith

Green Country Services

Loren and Ellen Herbst

Kim Kindler

THANK YOU

The Epilepsy Foundation of Minnesota greatly appreciates our donors for their generous support. This list 
includes gifts of $250 and above. Every effort has been made to ensure accuracy. If we have made an error, 
please call our office at 651.287.2310.



...THANK YOU

Kohl’s

William Kratz

Land O’Lakes, Inc. Foundation

Dustin and Jennifer LaValley

Ilo Leppik

Tim Matthews

Mayo Employee Federal Credit Union

McDonald’s

The McNeely Foundation

Shani Norberg

Noridian Mutual Insurance Company

Dean and Sarah Oachs

Davee and Sally Olson

Whitney O’Neal

Jeremy Ott

Pfizer Foundation Matching Gifts Program

Rainier Investment Management

Laurie Rhodes

Tom Rue

St. Cloud Optimist Club

Kari Rosand Scanlon

Barbara Schacht

Craig and Roxane Schmitz

John Schmaedeke

Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community

Tess Sierzant

Bobbi Suchla

David and Jolene Sylvester

Jeanne Theis

Thrivent Financial for Lutherans

Trudi Trysla

Doris Wadhams

Wells Fargo Community Support Campaign

Joseph and Charlotte Wentzell

Wentzell Law Office

United Way of Tri-State

$250-$499
ADM Archer Daniels Midland Company

Peter Angelo

Steven and Roberta Baker

J. Berling

Susan Bloom

Border States Electric

Linda Borman

Bremer Bank

Steven and Robin Burns

David Christenson

Jeff Coley

Community Health Charities

Community Shares of Minnesota

Heather Cruz

Elaine Curley

Thomas and llona Dahlen

Jason Engkjer

Kelly England

Jeffrey Fleming

Miguel Fiol

Marcus and Wendy Fischer

Larry Foster

Marija Fox

Daniel Friesen

Gemini, Inc.

Hawley Area United Fund

Marsha Hemre

Larry Henning

Thomas Henry

Bob Hoium

Hydrostat, Inc.

Larry and Janice Irvine

Troy Irvine

Peter Jacobson
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...THANK YOU

Jennie-O Turkey Store, Inc.

Randy Jenson

Jerry’s Foods

Christopher Johnson

Patricia Johnson

Edward and Rebecca Jorgenson

David and Sharon Kill

Knutson Construction Services

Michael Kruse

Lakewalk Surgery Center, Inc.

Paul and Kay Larson

Michelle Ledell

Mark and Katie Lenhardt

Linden Hills Co-Op

Logistics Planning Services

Daniel McClellan

Donna McKenny

Robert McLeod

Paul and Lisa Meunier

Todd Miller

Dan Mol

Wendy Molitor

Kim Motzko

Don and Barb Murray

Mutual Of America

Mark Myhra

Northern Lights Combined Federal 

Campaign

Now That’s Soap

C. Olson

Jon Papakee

Anne Marie and Ronald Patterson

Peace of Mind of Duluth

Maureen Reed

Julie and James Reimer

Bassford Remele

Eric Rieke

Kathleen Rieke

Thomas Ringold

Joanne Rogin and Ronald Abrams

Joy Rohwer

St. Cloud Scheels

Stacy Schraut

Elson and Judy So

Tina Sorokie

Dolores Speidel

Cynthia Starkweather-Nelson

State Bank and Trust

Super One Foods

Lucinda Thornton

United Way of Central MN

Scott Unke

Sandy and Dave Wallin

Wal-Mart Foundation

Roberta Walsh

Jim and Barb Wardlow

Troy Wasen

Todd Watson

Daniel Wegan

Werner Electric Ventures

Peter Wilke

Paul Wilmes

Windy’s Collision Center

Robert and Deborah Witte

Dale Wohlers

James Woll

Xcel Energy Foundation Matching Program

William Young

Zapf Enterprises Limited



WHO WE SERVE



Dear Friends:
Epilepsy is more common than one would think, and can happen to 
anyone at anytime.  Over three million Americans live with epilepsy 
– 60,000 of those people are right here in our community.  We are 
deeply committed to serving them by providing programs and 
services that educate, connect and empower people living with 
seizures.

In this annual report, we’d like to share with you:
•	 WHAT WE DO
•	 WHO WE SERVE 
•	 WHAT’S OUR IMPACT  
•	 WHERE WE’RE GOING 

We’ll share our impact numbers and financial information.  But most 
importantly, we’d like you to meet some of the people we serve 
and learn how the Epilepsy Foundation of Minnesota has positively 
impacted their lives.

In 2010, we touched close to 15,000 people personally through events 
like our Stroll for Epilepsy, discussion groups across Minnesota and 
North Dakota, Camp Oz, educational conferences and free workshops, 
the “Light Up the Night” Gala and more.  We’ve grown in social media 
spaces like Facebook and Twitter, helping us reach new audiences who 
may be unaware of epilepsy or our programs and services. 

2010 also marked a leadership transition for the Foundation, with the 
retirement of Executive Director Bennie Loro after ten years of service 
and the appointment of Vicki Kopplin as Executive Director.  Loro was  

awarded the national Epilepsy Foundation’s “Executive Director of 
the Year” award and the Foundation received national’s “Coehlo Cup 
Award” for innovation.  We will strive for this kind of excellence in our 
future endeavors.

We will continue to keep a finger on the pulse of epilepsy news: 
research updates like the recent link found between autism and 
epilepsy, inspirational stories like a man who biked 10,000 miles 
across the U.S. to honor his son with epilepsy, and important 
medication and clinical updates.  The Epilepsy Foundation of 
Minnesota aims to be a one-stop shop for people with seizures to 
make connections with others, get reliable information/resources and 
gain tools to manage their epilepsy.

Together with our Board of Directors, who is deeply committed 
to our mission, we plan to expand our Twin Cities “Seizure Smart” 
initiative, contribute to grants and fellowships at the nation’s leading 
institutions for epilepsy research, align with local community partners 
to provide more comprehensive service, expand our Information & 
Referral program, and work tirelessly to raise awareness and funds to 
help support people living with seizures.

Thank you for supporting the Epilepsy Foundation of Minnesota as we 
move into the future as a fiscally responsible, visionary organization 
working every day to fulfill our mission in service to all those who 
bravely live with epilepsy.

Kevin Goodno    Vicki Kopplin
President, Board of Directors  Executive Director

WHERE WE’RE GOING


